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My Experiences with Japanese Universities
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At 18 I first came to Japan in 1968 (Monbusho Scholarship) without knowing
any Japanese. After 1 year of language study at Chiba University, I entered
Dept. of Chem. Eng., Kyoto University, in the only year that University of Tokyo

admitted no new freshmen. Due to budget constraint, all students could get
valuable hands-on experiences in the laboratory designing and fabricating their
experimental apparatuses. In any case, Japan’s top universities managed not
only to produce numerous Nobel Laureates but also to rank at the forefront of Asia’s. In 1973 I continued
my MS-PhD study in the USA as a RA. After graduation, I joined Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok
and promptly started research collaborations with Japanese universities. In early 1980s I first visited
TITech as part of JSPS-NRCT Research Collaboration Program in Petrochemical Engineering between
Thailand and Japan. The Ookayama train station then was primitive and entirely different from what it is
today. I met several Chem. Eng. professors, including Prof. Hiroo Niiyama, my TITech counterpart
coordinator of this JSPS Program. In 1990 I helped translate/publish TITech retired Prof. S. Fujita’s
Japanese Handbook of Manufacturing Equipment in Chemical Industry, which became in effect the 1st
Thai Chem. Eng. Handbook. Meanwhile, the top rankings in Asia of Japan’s universities were soon
overtaken by Univ. of Singapore and Hong Kong Univ. of Science and Technology. In 2011 I was
unexpectedly recruited to join TITech. By then Prof. Hideki Shirakawa had won the 1st Nobel Prize for
TITech and Mr. Naoto Kan became the first alumnus to be a Prime Minister. In conclusion, I am very
proud to be a part of the world-class TITech and have high hope that top Japanese universities, including
TITech and my alma mater Kyoto Univ., will soon rebound and raise their world rankings as stated in
their long-term visions. By the way, our TITech’s Dept. has produced the current President/CEO of the
Petroleum Authority of Thailand (PTT), Dr. Pailin Chuchottavorn, who happened to be a CU Chem. Eng.
senior student when I first joined CU. I'll join SCG Chemicals as a full-time Senior Research Advisor from

April 1, 2015. Sayonara... and thanks to my TITech colleagues for everything.
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