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AOTULE 2016 Experience in Three Words: Food, Friends, and Facts!

Perez Paolo Nicolo
Department of Chemical Engineering, Graduate School of Science and Engineering

Attending academic conferences is the most popular way of gathering for academics from all
around the world. I believe that attending such gatherings undeniably improves
internationalization of the academic groups. As such, more dynamic, diverse and creative
discussions are stimulated which lead to innovative, relevant and problem-solving ideas. I have
become fully convinced that active involvement in international gatherings like this is one of the

keys to sustain the globalization of Tokyo Tech.

It has been my pleasure to be selected as a member of the delegation to represent the Tokyo Tech’s
Graduate School of Science and Engineering in the 11th Asia-Oceania Top University League on
Engineering (AOTULE) 2016 Conference at Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
(HKUST) held from November 23 to 25, 2016. The 11th AOTULE 2016 Conference started with a
very warm welcome and reception, sumptuous networking dinner, and opening remarks by Prof.
Tim Cheng, the Dean of HKUST School of Engineering. The following day started with the main
purpose of this gathering, research presentations given by students from around the world. In the
afternoon, students were divided into groups to conduct group projects on “Global Problems related
to Big Cities.”

Rather than simply following the flow of events during the conference, I believe that sharing my
experiences would be more beneficial and interesting to the readers. Therefore, I would like to

share with you two simple lessons I learnt from this awesome experience.

The first lesson might seem too obvious, and yet many scientific people seem to miss it. It is about
communication, to be more specific, “relational communication.” Communication is more than just
professionally discussing scientific findings and opinions. It goes beyond that, and I learnt that
communication has to be about something relatable. We have to admit that three minutes is not
enough to learn from any research findings being presented and to discuss issues associated with
them. The purpose of a 3-minute presentation is just to give an overview of the research, nothing
more than that. This is where relational communication kicks in. During the conference, we had
what we call “networking breaks.” The aim of this so-called “networking lunches” was not only to
provide lunch, but also to let students talk to one another. It was observable that people who were
interested in your research field would actually come to talk to you to start a discussion. What was
more interesting was that people tend to gather around people engaged in an ongoing discussion!
No 3-minute presentations can accomplish that. I say “relational communication” because people
did not only talk about their research but also their personal lives. We started exchanging
social-networking contacts while eating pasta and enjoying fruits! In this way, communication was
not just professional in a sense, but, at the very least, ignited a network or bonds among the
students. We did not just learn more about one another’s research, we have actually become

friends!
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If we think generationally, these same students will soon be leaders in their respective careers, be
it in academe or industry. So, if we are serious about sustaining globalization in the Asia-Oceania
region, we should then establish networks or relationships, starting from the students who are the
next-generation of leaders in this region. To sum up this first lesson, relational communication
accomplishes knowledge exchange and ignites a friendship network, something the traditional way

of doing conferences may not have been able to do.

Another interesting lesson I learnt is also something fundamental to an engineer. The lesson
number two is “global cooperation.” What I mean by this is “cooperation in a global environment
while thinking globally.” I learned this point when we were grouped and tasked together to solve
“Global Problems related to Big Cities using Big Data”. Five global problems related to big cities
were presented: (1) heat island effect and thermal comfort, (2) transportation and mobility, (3)
resilience against climate change, (4) consumption minimization and waste management, and (5)
ageing population and infrastructure. Our group, Group I, chose the fourth problem as we thought

that the problem was relevant to all group members.

We know that people actually move and act in groups, be it inside or outside the academe. This is
why this second lesson is very important: we have to understand how to act and move in groups.
The global problems that we are currently facing cannot be solved by a single person. To make
things more complex, people all over the world come from diverse backgrounds, personal principles,
regional and religious traditions. Imagine that you are talking right now in a group of five people
from five different countries, that is, five different cultures! Despite this cultural complexity, one
can find the beauty hidden within this complexity. In my group work experience as we started to
ideate, discuss, agree and disagree, we produced a solution, an attempt to solve the problem on
consumption minimization and waste management, and we called it the “Orange Algorithm.” We
found that diversity actually stimulates creativity and uniqueness where we were able to start
thinking out-of-the-box, as far as, out-of-this-world! Therefore, through this experience I believe
that having a deeper understanding of the principles of global cooperation will be able to take

anyone further in his career.

To summarize the lessons I learnt in order to actually produce something worthy and able to solve
problems, relational communication and global cooperation are necessary. I think that our group,
Group I, succeeded in exhibiting these attributes and that is why we were given the opportunity to

present our “Orange Algorithm” to the AOTULE deans as the winning team! What an experience!

One more point worth mentioning is the food and hotel accommodation. The food we shared was a
blend of Chinese and international cuisines! I always looked forward to our networking breaks! In
addition, the hotel we were in was literally on top of the mountain. Imagine yourself waking up in
the morning seeing a beautiful sea landscape. That was a view I will never forget in my life!

Moreover, touring around Hong Kong was also fun, exploring cities and cultures!

Overall the 11th AOTULE 2016 experience was really fruitful for me in terms of networking and

communicating with fellow engineers and various lessons learnt.

Finally, T would like to take this opportunity to thank all the organizers of this event from within
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Tokyo Tech to HKUST. Without the support, we couldn't have enjoyed this awesome,

mouth-watering experience!

View from the hotel accomodation

Group I discussing and deliberating Awarding of best group

53



WT. KkZua=2) Tokyo Tech Chronicle March 2017 N0_516

T KkZu= 7 No.516

2017538248 RRIEXRFLBREF—HIT
ORI KV A=Y IEEF—L
WER TE B (IFkR #%)
[ER & (CBRZER EHIR)
{£FT : T152-8550 EIE#EBE RXKRMIL2-12-1-E3-13
TEL : 03-5734-2976 FAX:03-5734-3661
E-mail : publication@jim. titech. ac. jp
=5 - BES
http://www. titech. ac. jp/about/overview/publications. html#h3-7
RIKJOZV)VHEEIE .
http://www. titech. ac. jp/staff/relations/chronicle/chronicle. html

ISSN 1349-9300

XE2A FLTICHEBL A BAELHDHEERF. RIXY A= IILAICERL
Ho1-5ETY,

54



