
 

 

News Release 
 

Tokyo Institute of Technology and Input Output HK create the 
Cryptocurrency Collaborative Research Chair 

 
Pioneering the research and education of blockchain related technologies in Japan. 

 
Tokyo, February 24, 2017  - On February 15th, Input Output Hong Kong (IOHK), and its Japanese subsidiary 
Input Output Japan (IOJP), and Tokyo Institute of Technology (Tokyo Tech) created the Input Output 
Cryptocurrency Collaborative Research Chair within the Tokyo Tech School of Computing. 
 
During 2017 and 2018, IOHK and Tokyo Tech will promote joint research in cryptocurrencies and blockchain 
related technologies among teams of researchers and professors of the two institutions. In particular, researchers 
from IOHK will join Tokyo Tech, while professors and graduate students will tackle industry challenges in this 
rapidly developing area of research. 
 
Characteristics of the Collaborative Research Chair 
Cryptocurrencies have been booming in several countries including Japan. This fascinating new area has the 
potential to revolutionize not only the banking systems but also societies worldwide by offering more inclusive and 
efficient means of making financial transactions. 
 
As with any area in its infancy, numerous challenges lie ahead for blockchain in terms of basic research and 
engineering. This partnership aims to tackle such challenges. Furthermore, it also has the goal of developing young 
professionals and educating society about the advantages of this new technology. Charles Hoskinson, the CEO and 
Co-founder of IOHK, said: “This collaboration has two main goals: the first is to develop our business area, which is 
cryptocurrencies and blockchain related technologies, in the fundamental level. The second is to nurture and develop 
global talent in these areas in Japan.” 
 
Similarly, Tokyo Tech President Yoshinao Mishima declared: “This agreement is important because Tokyo Tech is 
seeking to enhance the collaboration with industries and universities in Japan and abroad by producing 
groundbreaking results in research and engineering   which will be published in internationally renowned scientific 
journals and conferences.” 
 
Under the Collaborative Chair, researchers of both institutions will produce knowledge via joint activities as 
seminars and production of academic papers. Another activity is to open courses related to blockchain technologies, 
as, for example, lectures of cryptographic protocols and cryptocurrencies offered to Tokyo Tech students: 
pioneering this research area among  educational institutions in Japan. Unlike the traditional university research 
partnership model, all research and developments undertaken in the laboratories will be open source and patent-free, 
meaning the research findings can help the industry at large. 
 
 



 

 
Charles Hoskinson (left), CEO of IOHK,  and Yoshinao Mishima (right), President of Tokyo Tech, signed the agreement.  

 
Background of the Collaborative Research Chair 
The creation of the Collaborative Research Chair is, in fact, the continuation of a 6-month joint work agreement 
between Tokyo Tech and IOHK. The former partnership started in July 1st 2016 and ended on December 31st 2016. 
During this 6-month period, Prof. Tanaka, the main researcher for the Collaborative Research Chair on behalf of 
Tokyo Tech, and his team were in contact with IOHK.  
 
From 2017, the Collaborative Chair will enhance the established relationship with the addition of  two IOHK 
researchers, Bernardo David and Dr. Mario Larangeira to the Tokyo Tech research team managed by Prof. Tanaka. 
They will work on daily basis with Tanaka’s team, while allocated full time in the Tokyo Tech main campus: 
Ookayama campus.  
 
The Input Output Cryptocurrency Collaborative Research Chair, along with a center at the University of Edinburgh, 
Scotland, is the first in IOHK’s growing global network of technology laboratories. IOHK expects to establish 
further research laboratories later this year, and in 2018. 
 
Joint Interested Areas 
Tokyo Tech and IOHK have agreed on joint research and other educational activities in cryptocurrencies and 
blockchain related technologies. The Collaborative Research Chair is specifically designed to: 
 
1 - Research cryptocurrencies and blockchain-based technologies and related areas 
2 - Nurture global talent and develop high-level expertise  
3 - Promote research collaboration among researchers worldwide 
Items to Realize 
1 - Interdisciplinary Joint Research 
Conduct research in fields related to blockchains, as for example, computer science, distributed systems, game 
theory, programming languages and cryptography.  
 
2 - Education of Professionals 



 

Design a graduate course specialized in blockchain related technology. 
 
 
 
About IOHK: 
Founded in 2015 by Charles Hoskinson and Jeremy Wood, IOHK is a technology company committed to using 
peer-to-peer innovations to provide financial services to the three billion people who do not have them. 
IOHK is an engineering company that builds cryptocurrencies and blockchains for academic institutions, 
government entities and corporations. It is also a research firm with dense academic connections in Europe, America 
and Asia with many employees holding PhDs in Computer Science, Math or Physics. IOHK focuses on practical, 
peer reviewed research to create live protocols, and the technological underpinnings to next-generation 
cryptocurrencies.   
 
IOHK CEO and Co-Founder Charles Hoskinson is available for interview. 
 
To learn more, visit: http://iohk.io 
 
 
 
About Tokyo Institute of Technology: 
Tokyo Institute of Technology stands at the forefront of research and higher education as the leading university for 
science and technology in Japan. Tokyo Tech researchers excel in a variety of fields, such as material science, 
biology, computer science and physics. Founded in 1881, Tokyo Tech has grown to host 10,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students who become principled leaders of their fields and some of the most sought-after scientists and 
engineers at top companies. Embodying the Japanese philosophy of “monotsukuri,” meaning technical ingenuity and 
innovation, the Tokyo Tech community strives to make significant contributions to society through high-impact 
research. 
 
Tokyo Tech Contact: Center for Public Affairs and Communications, 
Tokyo Institute of Technology 
E-mail: media@jim.titech.ac.jp 
Telephone: +81-3-5734-2975 
 
Website: http://www.titech.ac.jp/english/ 
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