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International Exchange Program (Outbound) for Engineering Schools: FAQs
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Application Dates

Q: When are you open for the Call for Applications (CfA) ?
A:We are open for the CfA a month and a half before the the
screening. Announcements are posted on the Engineering
Schools website, bulletin boards, and emails to the faculty.
http://www.eng3.e titech.ac.jp/~inter/inter-e-exchange-

utbound.html
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Qualification requirements

Q: Can undergraduate students apply?

A: Because this program is a research-based program,
applicants must be in the first year of their master’s

degree program or above at the time of dispatch.

Q: Is it possible for international students to apply for this
outbound program?

A: Non-degree program students are not eligible. Please note
that international students cannot study in their home country
on this program. Those who receive scholarships from the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) or their home country’s government can apply but will
only be able to receive airline tickets or the equivalent amounts
in terms of support.

Not available for international students.

Q: | can't speak a local language other than English. Can | apply
for a university which is in non-English-speaking country?

A: SERP and AOTULE partner universities are diverse in
nationalities, therefore you will be able to communicate in
English without any problems. However, be sure that your
English level is sufficient to survive daily life. Carefully research
the country/university before choosing to study abroad. Please
note that some students had troubles understanding important
documents that were written only in the local language.

Q: How can | find C3-a (School-to-School Agreement)
categorized universities?

A: They can be found at Tokyo Tech Official Home > Global
Collaborations with Other Universities > Overseas Partner
Universities

https://www.titech.ac.jp/english/global/collaborations/wide

Q: Is it possible to use this program as a way of securing
supplementary financial aid for another study abroad program?
A:That is possible in the C3 category, but in the case of C4,the
decision will be made at the screening process.

Q: | understand that the C4 category is meant for “exchange
with other institutions that the Engineering Schools deem
necessary or appropriate”. What kind of university or
institution fit these criteria?

A: it should be university / institution that can build good
relationships in academic exchange and student exchanges in
the future. Letters written by the applicant and relevant faculty
members must include statements to support this.
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Application Format

Q: My academic supervisor will change at the time of dispatch.
Which supervisor should | ask to write my recommendation?
A: You must ask the one who is your supervisor at the time of
your application, and also get approval from your new
supervisor.

Q: May | submit a copy of my English proficiency test results?
A:Yes, copy is acceptable.

Q: Is there an expiration date for my English score?

A: TOEFL, TOEIC, and [ELTS test scores come with expiry
dates. It is up to the applicant to obtain the most recent
information regarding the validity period of relevant test scores.

Q: Could | submit a TOEIC-IP or TOEFL-ITP score as English
proficiency certification?

A: Only if you submit the official certificate or proof of passing
during the interview, will we tentatively accept a TOEIC-IP or
TOEFL-ITP score.Tentative scores should also meet the criteria
(70 in TOEFL (iBT) and 650 in TOEIC).

Q: | am a fourth-year undergraduate student and | did take
some Master’s program courses already. Can | include my
grades from these courses when calculating my GPA?

A: No. Even though you've already taken some of the Master’s
courses, your grades for these courses will not be reflected in
the Web System for Students and Faculty until after you have
progressed to the graduate level.

Q: I've met academic requirements for graduation, so | didn’t
earn course credits in the last academic year. How should |
calculate my grade?

A: If you do not have grades from the last academic year, please
use those of the last quarter prior to screening for your
calculations. If there is no grade for the previous semester, it is
allowed to calculate the grade evaluation coefficient for the year
before last. If the results of the previous year can be calculated,
it is not allowed to calculate by other methods.

Interview

Q: I'd like to know the interview style.

A: Applicants will be interviewed individually by multiple faculty
members.

Q: Am | allowed to distribute handouts?

A: No, you are not.The application form has been modified to
include all the information (e.g. charts/ graphics) that explains
your research plan.

Q: How are the interviews conducted?

A: The interview takes 10 minutes: the first 5 minutes will be
about self-introduction, motivation, and research that you want
to do at the dispatched place,and the latter 5 minutes will be a
question and answer session. The alarm will sound, so please
make your presentation on time.

Q: What are the criteria for selection?

A: An overall judgment will be made based on a variety of

factors including

(@) Apply Reasons

(b) English ability shows at the time of interview and on
application form.

(c) Research theme (must not be part of collaborative

research, and due to its unique nature cannot be

conducted at Tokyo Tech)
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Academic record of the previous year

Whether the applicant has researched the university or
laboratory where he/she wants to go.

() The status at host university (in cases where applicants
have been accepted and promised a place by the university
prior to applying to this program).

Q: Is there any dress code for the interview?
A:You may come in everyday clothing (no suits necessary).

Q: Is it possible to join the interview online?

A:The Program Administrative Office decides to hold either an
online or onsite interview depending on the situation of
COVID-19 regardless of the request from interviewees.

Financial Support

Q: Where does scholarship comes from?

A: Funding is sourced from Engineering Schools, JASSO and/or
the partner/host universities. At the screening, the total
payment to be awarded.You will be informed which scholarship
you will receive later.

Note:

. Engineering School funds are contributed by faculty at
Engineering Schools

2. Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO)
scholarships will be awarded if conditions set by JASSO
are met.

3. Some partner universities offer scholarships to Tokyo
Tech students who participate in the specific study abroad
programs.

Q: How will the amount of the scholarship be decided?

A: Faculty members will decide the amount from the contents
of application form, including anticipated expenses as submitted
by the applicant, cost of living in the host city,and period of stay.
Once the amount is decided, even if the payment is not as
desired, we will not be able to negotiate an increase. The
amount of the scholarship will not be increased if you extend
the period of your stay, but may be reduced if you make it
shortened.

Not available for international students.

Host university and laboratory

Q: Other than the summer dispatch, is it possible to study at
one of the SERP (CI) universities?

A:In principle, SERP (Cl) universities are only available for the
summer dispatch (January recruitment). However, there may be
CfA other than in January (to adjust numbers between inbound
and outbound exchange students, etc.) This will be decided
based not on student requests but on offers from the
universities.

Q: According to the prerequisites of (Cl) (C2) universities
listed on the CfA, some partner universities do not accept
students unless they obtain consent from a host supervisor.
How should | go about getting this consent?

A: Applicants are unlikely to receive an acceptance even if they
contact the faculty member directly. It would be more
appropriate to consult with your academic supervisor first.

Q: If | want to study abroad using this program, is it possible to
apply for a university that still has places after the screening?

A: According to the revision of application regulations,
applicants, (Cl) and (C2) categories, can specify their first and
second choices of university and laboratory (excludes
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universities where you have to obtain consent from the host
professor in advance).

When an applicant fails the program’s screening, he/she will not
be able to request to study at another partner university via
this program, even if they have places remaining. Please note
that successful applicants may not always be granted study at
the university and laboratory of their choice. Faculty may decide
different university for an applicant.

Dispatch period

Q: The actual period of stay may change from the one stated in
the application form.Will that be acceptable?

A:Yes, as long as the period of stay remains within the specified
period given in the relevant Call for Applications.

Q: How should | schedule may stay?

A: You do not have to arrive precisely at the beginning of the
term since you will not take courses at the host university.
However, please be sure to schedule your period of study
abroad by taking into consideration the academic calendars of
Tokyo Tech and the host university you wish to enroll.

Types of study abroad

Q: Please tell me more about this program.

A: Participants will decide a research theme and belong to the
host laboratory. This program is not intended to be used as
joint research between the host lab and Tokyo Tech, or research
relating to students’ theses or doctoral dissertations. Although
taking courses is not mandatory, some participants do audit
classes of their host supervisor.

Q: May | take curriculum courses at the host university?
A:Yes.As long as it does not disturb your research project, you
can take them. If you would like to recognize credits you obtain
at a host university at Tokyo Tech, follow the procedures at the
below URL. For further information, please contact with your
Student Division.

[Procedures for Studying Abroad] > Recognition of Credits
https://www.titech.ac.jp/enrolled/abroad/procedures/pdf/proce
dures_for_studying_abroad_for_graduate_students.pdf

Q:Are credits given to me at Tokyo Tech when participating in
this exchange program?

A:You are supposed to take the below course if you participate
in this exchange program.

Liberal arts and basic science courses > Breadth
courses > International Research Program (IRP)
However, if there is a subject that can be replaced by your
major/course, you are allowed to take that course.

If you do so, please state it on your application form and also
note that you will not receive credits for IRP in this case.
*Please remember that this international exchange program
cannot be a substitute for the required off-campus project for
the Sustainable Engineering Program (SEP).

Support before departure

Q: Through this program, what kind of support can | receive
from Tokyo Tech and the Engineering Schools’ partner
universities?

A: Support for (Cl) (C2) nominees and (C3) (C4) nominees
are different.

For (CI) (C2) nominees:

@ The International Exchange Team sends the student
nomination documents to the (Cl) (C2) partner

universities.

A) The coordinator at the partner university arranges a

lab for those who have not yet decided on one.

@
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B) The coordinator at the partner university confirms the
student has received consent and coordinates with the
host lab (for those who have already received consent).
@ The coordinator, relevant division, department, or
affiliated lab will let the students know necessary
procedures/instructions.
@  Students follow instructions and carry out the procedure.

The International Exchange Team only supports students in obtaining
scholarships and completing overseas study registration.To acquire a
visa and book accommodations, students must directly contact the
host university.

For (C3) (C4) nominees:

@® The selected student directly notifies his/her host
supervisor regarding his/her selection.
* Nominees for the Student Exchange Program for the
School of Materials and Chemical Technology (C3-a) will
be further instructed by their own coordinator.

@  The host supervisor contacts their relevant department
or division.

® The aforementioned department or division provides
selected students with further instructions/procedures.

@  Students follow their instructions and carry out the
procedure by themselves.

The International Exchange Team only supports students in obtaining
scholarships and completing overseas study registration, and do not
coordinate or negotiate with host universities.
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Campus Life

Q: How should | find accommodations?

A: Many participants find accommodations through their host
lab or the host university’s international division. If that does
not work, we will introduce Tokyo Tech students who have
previously studied at that university, as they may know some
alternatives. Since housing conditions may not be good in some
cities (e.g. high rent/housing shortage), please make sure to start
looking for affordable accommodation well in advance.

Q: Is this International Exchange Program (Outbound) well-
known at partner universities?

A: Each of the partner universities has a liaison faculty member
for the SERP, AOTULE and AOSU program. However, the
program may not be recognized by all faculty and staff members
of these universities. If applicants need to negotiate with a host
university, try referring the program’s web pages or the CfA
document to them.

Q: If | am requested to pay tuition fees at the host university,
do | have to pay at Tokyo Tech, too?

A: Whether you have to pay tuition fees at the host university
or not, you must pay tuition to Tokyo Tech, as the participants
will be dispatched status during the “Study Abroad” (not the
“Leave of Absence” status). Also, in this program, we will not
provide additional support even if tuition fees at your host
university, equipment/facility usage fees at your host laboratory,
program registration fees, etc. Please check it with your host
university or laboratory to see if there are any such costs.

Visa

Q: What kind of visa should | obtain?

A: Since it depends on the period of stay, laws of each country,
and regulations of each university. It’s important to confirm
what status you will have at the host university. (especially
important for those applying for C3 or C4).
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